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The COVID 19 pandemic and its consequent
global shutdown during 2020 led to limitations
in movement, access to education and routine
participation in the economy. For low-middle
socioeconomic communities this led to a
direct disruption to schooling, household
income, the risk of violence and abuse,
teenage pregnancy, and threats to food
security. Our project sought to create
collaboration between children in Indonesia
and South Africa, both middle income
countries, to locate the voices of children

about how they experienced the lockdown of
2020
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What are the similarities between
children from underserved communities
in South Africa and Indonesia in respect

of how they experienced the COVID-19
lock down

To understand the similarities in the lived
experiences of children in LMIC's during the
COVID-19 lockdown and to establish if they felt
seen and heard during this time at

household /community and policy level

Creating an opportunity for children from
Indonesia and South Africa to connect and to share
their experiences and views. To use this exchange
of information as a catalyst for ongoing work in
their local communities that allows them to be more
vocal about their views and to be active in
decision making processes.



e Fever
e Tiredness
e Dry cough

Some people
become infected
but don't develop
any symptoms.

Most people (about
80%) recover from
the disease without
needing special
treatment.

o OLDER PEOPLE

e People with
underlying medical
problems like high
blood pressure,
heart problems,
diabetes, asthma.

When you experience
symptoms, seek
medical attention
immediately.




QUESTION

What do you
understand by the
Covid-19 pandemic?

A virus that is contagious and has "Pandemic impacts
affected people all over the the world and area"
world"

"It ruined more people’s lives and

. _ "People were very sad
lost their jobs. The president

because they thought it was

made decisions to lockdown the the end of the world"

country"
"Covid-19 is a pandemic "Is a disease that has
that has spread around spread and affected the
the world." entire country."

"It is a pandemic that has "People’s daily lives were
sickened many people around the | affected, many were unemployed
world. Millions of people have and stress was placed on them
died as a result of Covid-19." because there was no income”

Children's Voices during the Pandemic.




FINDINGS OF THE

COVID-19
RESEARCH

Children felt confused, sad, angruy,
bored, anxious and afraid

Unequal distribution of information
and services in our farming and
rural communities

Increase of job losses, income and
financial strain in households

Children did not feel included
in the decision-making processes

The lockdown and closure of school
resulted in children missing school
and effecting mental health

Unequal distribution of information
and services in our communities

The vaccine roll out in the country
was inequitable and inconsistent.

SOURCE: CHILDREN VOICES RESEARCH/DATA
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Unequal and inadequate access
to healthcare.

The myths and misinformation
of COVID-19 led to children

feeling anxious and confused

Increase of mental health
and emotional trauma

Not being at school, and lack
of activities and not being near ‘ U
friends caused them to feel
lonely, sad and confused Social media and lack of

information resulted in children not
feeling safe to take the vaccine



‘It wasn't nice. It was not fun for me to see my mother
being sick, because she was also affected by Covid-19 and |
needed to stay in the indoors.”

“We struggled a lot. My mother didn't work everyday.”

‘It affected me, because | could no longer spend time with
my friends and family and could not make any contact with
anyone.”

‘It was a very emotional experience, because my Auntie
lost her life due to Covid-19."

‘| couldn't go to school and it had a big impact on my school
career because we didn't cover enough work in the previous
grade. Many of my relatives died in the Eastern Cape and
my mother had to spend money to go to the funerals.”

"My grandmother and my aunt were in quarantine.

The house was empty without them. We were afraid we
would lose one of them. There was no money for food
because they were not at home.."

"People died and others got vaccinated to protect themselves.
| felt unsafe and unhappy at the same time. Too many people
died hence why the government imposed “lockdown”.



PICTURES

O F IMPLEMENTATTION

Indonesia and South Africa
connection session between children
in Indonesia and South Africa has led
to children having a better
understanding and new perspective
of the conditions and challenges
experience of the two countries.



Where did ¥ou get information
about the vaccine?

social media Tv/radio/people



